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s we draw to the close of another training year, we can all look forward to having our Tuesday 

nights to ourselves.  I thought that I would take the opportunity to thank all the instructors who 

unfailingly turn up on a Tuesday night to share their knowledge with the general public.   

The COCT provides a very important service to the dog owners of Townsville and has done so for 

30+ years. It offers very good value for money and promotes responsible pet ownership.  In this 

we serve the community as a whole, dog owners and non dog owners alike.  None of us want to see any more 

restrictions on where we can go with our dogs.  By ensuring that dog owners are educated and dogs are trained 

we can promote the benefits or pet ownership, and perhaps get some of the restrictions on where dogs are 

allowed lifted.  Outside of the Middle East, Australia is one of the most dog unfriendly places in the world.  In 

Europe dogs are allowed in restaurants, shops and on public transport and there are seldom limits on the number 

of dogs you can own.  Are Australian dogs not to be trusted or is it Australian dog owners the government donôt 

trust?  Legislation aimed at restricting where you can take your dog is at all levels from Federal through state 

down to local council laws.  Is it only me who feels discriminated against?  I would be interested in other 

peopleôs views.  Send letters to the editor to brindlebrock@bigpond.com   After all, we all have opinions and 

that is all that this editorial is.  

 

But to get back to the point, thanks to everyone who instructed this year for all your hard work.   We are still 

struggling to keep up with public demand and anyone who is interested in instructing please contact our 

Training Coordinator Judy Forbes Faulkner on 47725982/ judyforf@bigpond.net.au  or our Assistant Training 

Coordinator Noel McPherson 47212639/ noelmcp@bigpond.com ï either of them would love to hear from you.  

Itôs a great way to learn more about dog training and to give something back to the club. 

 

This last edition for the year has amongst the regular reports two articles on dog sports that you may not have tried ï Rally 

Obedience and Herding.  We hope that you will get the opportunity to learn more about Rally Obedience next year if you 

missed the seminar ï itôs great fun.  Unfortunately giving club members a chance to try herding could prove a bit more 

problematical but it would be fun to try if anyone out there has some spare livestock! 

 

On that note I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in February ï 

weather permitting. 

 

Eileen Fletcher 
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Presidents Report November 2009. 

 

Once again we are approaching the end of another very eventful year of dog training and trialling and I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank all my committee, instructors and helpers who have made this an enjoyable year. 

 

The year commenced with an above average intake of new handlers and also an extremely above average rainfall for 

February and March. Consequently we had a lot of extremely overworked instructors when we finally managed to start 

training on the waterlogged park and also a lot of handlers desperate for some advice on controlling their canine friends. 

Unfortunately some handlers had to wait for a considerable time to commence training. I am glad to say that we 

eventually caught up with the backlog of handlers and dogs wishing to start and we are now back on track with training. 

Letôs hope the early 2010 wet season is kinder to us. I am pleased to report that the club had two new trainee instructors 

Zoe and Jess who are progressing well and should join us as fully fledged instructors for our 2010 training season. I would 

also like to invite all members interested in becoming an instructor to see me at any time the club is always looking for 

more help. 

 

The trialling year also started with a very successful trial in Townsville on the first weekend of April followed by an 

extremely wet Easter Grand Prix run by the Ingham and Townsville Clubs in Ingham the following weekend. Despite the 

weather there were several successes in both the obedience and agility rings and all had fun in the wet. Subsequent trials 

were less spectacular weather wise but we still had several successes. The club also trialled several different formats with 

regards to obedience and agility with varying successes At least we managed to finish by 12:00 at the latest. I also wish to 

thank all the members who have helped in any way during the trials either with stewarding catering or just helping out, 

without you we could not run our trials. 

 

The club also ran several training programs during the year starting with the fly ball workshop with Steve Pitt which 

happened to coincide with the largest cyclone of the year Cyclone Hamish passing us by on its way down the coast. 

Despite several concerns by all present Hamish stayed out to sea and only gave as a couple of heavy showers and a gusty 

day. The fly ball seminar continued regardless and all had a great time learning the basic rules for the sport. Since then fly 

ball training has continued initially under the watchful and experienced eye of Debbie Coleman and then for the last few 

months under our new fly ball trainer and devotee Rick Slack-Smith. If you want to learn more about this fast and fun 

sport come along any Thursday night at 7:30 ï 8:30 pm or come along to our fun night when Rick and some other 

members will be giving a demo. 

 

The next workshop was one on agility games run by Neil Lester. Neil gave us a very informative theory and practical 

demonstration of agility gamblers and snooker and helped with some of the confusion of the rules for these games. 

 

We then moved on the July/August obedience and agility trial weekend and our Dancing with Dogs workshop run by 

Coral Pethers. Coral gave us a very entertaining demo of ñThe Pink Panther Routineò with her German Shepherd this was 

followed by all the attendees trying various steps with their dogs with varying success though I must admit we have some 

potential stars in the making. We were then entertained by Janet Richmond and her Springer Spaniel Gemma doing a very 

lively routine. 

 

The final workshop for the year was on Rally Obedience conducted by Heather Green in October. This workshop was also 

a great success (see article in this magazine). 

 

The year was also a very eventful one for all those interested in tracking. Mal Holland ran a very successful seminar 

which stimulated several members to give tracking a go with some spectacular successes. The year also included the 

introduction of the new advanced track and search competitions held around the suburbs of Townsville. Thanks once 

again to Mal, David and Heidi for all their work organising the tracking trials and workshops and also to all the new 

tracking members who have helped during the year especially with the excellent tracking breakfasts. 

 

I would like to close by wishing all our members a very happy festive season and success with all you attempt with your 

canine friends in 2010. 

 

Judy Forbes-Faulkner - President  



  



Results October Trials 

 


