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Editorial
Hi Everyone

It is the middle ofcompetition season arkde results are coming tk and fast which is reflected in the content
of the magazine this edition. Well done to geere who hadaken time to train their dogs to competition
standard and eet the trials. dd also like tosay thank you to the judges who give up their time to come and
judgeat the competitionswe do apreciate it even though swimes the results in the ring do not reflect the
training we might have done at hoinéé all about the dog on the daand sometimes it all falls apart!

Behind each trial is a myriad of helpers armdunteersvho give uptheirtime doing everything from laying
tracks and acting dsuman baits for tracking to producing delicious meals for obedieniiy/&gpls. The club
couldni exist without them.

Thank youto members who took time out to write letters this edition. The editor always welcomes feedback
and comment Please keep themrming.

| am sure members havetioed that the large light pole méto theclubhouseénas beememoved recently. Very
little (less than 24hrs) notice was given priothi® removal ath as a reduTOADS (Townsville Outdoor
Agility D og Sports)club had tacanceltheir training last Wednesday nigh¥lembers of the COTand

TOADS will be meeting with the counein Monday 28 Jun® ensure thatve are not disadvaaded by the
Tennis Clubexpansion Wendy Purdie our sestiary and el McPheson acting President wibe taking up
our grievances witffowngille City Council Planning Department.

Finally, science is always moving on amiten ientists hae toreaddressvhat they previouslyhoughtwas

best practice Vaccinations potocols for dogs and catsve been examined in the last 5 years or so and it now
seems that perhaps annuatcinations are not necessary to keeppets safe and hity and that over
vaccination could be harmfuBoth the World Small Animal Veterinary Association and the Australian
Veterinary Associatiommong otherfave recentlypublished position statemeargtatingthat(dependant on

local factors)iCore vaccines should not be given any more frequently than every three years aftemthaii2
booster injection following the puppy/kitten setiesloweverjust becauseraccinations aed no longer be done
yearly,your dog shouldtill at the very least have an annual physical checkup

Please read the atécfor more infomation.




Letters to the Editor

My Dog, My Friend

| have a very good friend named Murphy. He can regdso well. He knows when | am sad and when |
am happy. He knows when to nuzzle in and help me
sure there are some hpe®dplae dwudgo tared emasywlya ntgo HyBaru
furry animal at your house is to you. If so please accept my condolences. | feel sad for you if you find yoursel

unable to work on building this type of relationship with your dog. Your lifesspee r f or it . I
my best mate is very forgiving. You see | knew n
realise that alternatives to the more traditiona
d o @md coerce the dog into what they want them to do existed. So in my ignorance | put a check chain on n
dog, |l earnt to Acheckd him for undesirable behav
our human friends did something thatdvé dndét | i ke we shouted at them &

suspect that we would be friendless in a pretty short time span. That being said my little dog was still happy t:
come home with me, continued to comfort me during the bad times aatbtagdoing whatever made his
human happy.

I |l ook back on this time now and | &dm sad. Sad
understand, sad that even though as great as our relationship is now that | might have diminishewiiteeac
fullest potential during this time, sad that | d
dog to a chain tightening around his neck as | spoke harshly to get him to do what | wanted.

Am | mad at the people who encourdgeme t o train my dog in this way’

day it was what was on offer at the time and they were providing (and continue to do so) a service to the peo
of Townsville and | sought out this service of my own free will. | alsknowledge that there have been a lot of
people over the years that have enjoyed success in various competitive fields using these traditional training
methods. Sadly | suspect from some of the recent letters to the editor that success in a congreditis/ ¢har

sole reason for owning a dog. Again my condolences to you. We should also remember that traditional trainir
methods have been around longer than the positive methods and until only recently were the preferred methe
forthe COCT soitstandstoeason t hat these dogs would appear o
it wonét be | ong before we see that dogs that ha
appearance.

| think that some of the conflict that arises in relatio positive based training is that its opponents see
it as the dog being able to do whatever it wants
is it submissive. To get a reward the dog has to perform the behaviour corredtandard according to what
point of its training i1t is at. Failure to do th
motivates our dog and make use of this failure to get the cherished reward is a very big deal and a motivator
try harder. A dog that has been trained to | earn
eventually the reward will come is happy to have another go, and another one and another one because they
know that eventually they will make some pregs towards what their human wants and earn their reward. Is it
always as fast as their human wants? Not always but then lack of patience is a human trait, not a dog one!
When | made the decision to change over to a more positive style of training lysahationship with my dog
grow even stronger. Sure webve had instances whe
his doggy or human mat es. But | am definitely st



| think his willingness to have a go during difficult times (think oppressive heat, jump heights that were
way above his shoulder before the rule changes, his at times directionally challenged handler, etc) is testame
to the relationship we have. | can truly notrememb a t i me when he has fAshut
happy to come out of his crate to go to the start line, barks his head off through the whole course and does it
fast as he possibly caany problems with accuracy are handler induced!!! He stastdd agility because |
loved it. He quickly grew to love it just as much as me. And for that I love him.

Letter to the Editor.

There seems to be a lot of misinformation out there about clicker training. Clicker is not a reward or a device
attractt he dogso6 attention, i1t is a training tool . 11t
right at that split second whatever the dog was doing, is the right behaviour and then the dog is rewarded. Wi
is rewarded will be repeated, tbicker is then phased out as the correct behaviour becomes complete.
There has been a heap of research done in the | a
them. d This is how dol phi ns almedarwdrsatheg are shapez totdo thesen
behaviours in small increments, they may start with a small jump that is marked and rewarded with a fish, the
only the higher jumps are rewarded, eventually only the highest jumps are rewarded, then only the jumps

through the hoops are rewarded, you cannot phy
trained with positive reinforcement. At Taronga zoo they have trained lions to accept needles and to have the
teeth cleaned in the same mannet, Wiout sedati on. Rhinos to have t hi
for themé if there is a reward with enough value

housekeeping procedures. We can apply this principle to dog training.

Clicker can be used for lure based training or shaping, the reward can be anything the dog particularly likes
ball or tug toy, it doesndt have to be food. Lur
correct behaviour, or shaping a beioar where the dog moves or offers a behaviour that is marked and
rewarded. Timing is important in clicker based training as in the old style of training or show & tell, but if the
timing is incorrect using reward based training it is not as cruciatidhdénas not associated something negative
with a behaviour, just perhaps been marked and rewarded for a slow or crooked sit, which can then be worke
on separately.

Reward based training gives the average household dog and owner the chance to sacgekscgiline they
choose, the basic life skills are the same whether it is obedience, agility, flyball or frisbee. They should not be
just viewed as revenue raisers, these are where the future committee members and competitors come from.
average hosehold dog has not been bred or selected for its working abilities in the tough training and
environment that service and police dogs work in.

Dogs dondét know and care even | ess about whether
egas. At the end of the day, can we honestly say that our dogs enjoyed spending time with and doing stuff wit
us all day, does our dog trust and respect us. Or were there times in our dogs eyes, when we turned into Dr



Jekyll, when we Otaianees. 9hiPobBitneoelkudeg clicker |
for us, not work because they have too.6 Trainin
at the end of the session the dog should still be keen for more. éndhaf the day it is all about the quality of

the journey to our goals, did the means justify the end.

Lucy Joynson
COCT committee member

Dear Editor
A tale of my two dogs, Jarra and Soda.

| attended obedience with Jarra and was under the inqmdssas required to use a check chain, and so did,

for 2 months. | stopped because | came to my senses after seeing Jarra cringe and crouch if | moved my arm
an upward motion even if not fAchecki ngdenegativeve ar i
Afheel trainingo he received for this brief time.
Four years later, Soda comes along and I train him using only positive methods from the beginning. | have us
the clicker and the principles of shaping to teactiaSabedience such as sit and drop and to stay in these
positions until released; tricks such as roll over, bagk, o6 hands upd6, and circl e
agility skills such as contact position, drop on table and weaving. He has als@ileamte | e s s st uf f ¢
on an upturned washing basket and turning around. But, the most important thing | have taugHAMTIO
LEARN

And thatodés the great thing about <clicker tragsnin
out for himself. He is motivated during training and is happy to try again and again. And when he performs tr
behavior | want, | can easily communicate that to him. And with Soda, | can teach complex exercises easily a
the more things Iteachhimnfad t her edés been a | ot), the faster h
and stresgree. For him training is play and play is training.

| enjoy training my dogs and teaching them new things. And because | love my dogs, | want them to enjoy

training too. And no matter what | have wanted t
you are teaching tricks, obedience, agility, fly
Just ask. There are lots @fsources out there to help you do the best you can for your dogs.

Katrina

BArts(Psych), GradDipEd(Sec), BPsych(Hons)
Chief Instructor, Townsville Outdoor Agility Dog Sports



Dear Ed,

While recently judging a comp on your grounds, | was handed a ¢gmyoclub newsletter which | chose to

read on my flight homel was surprised at the expressions submitted in correspondence from Messer Holland
Bruce and Alan. | have known all three over a very long period of time, Bob Bruce a member of the Obedienc
Dog Club of Brisbane, President in 1971, Ross Alan whose book | had personally signed in 2001, and Mal
Holland with whom | co judged at a Tracking trial at Tansey in 2006.

It appears to me that they and many others of their training disciplines fegétied by more advanced and
innovative forms of dog training that are currently being sought by members of the general public. In my
formative years of dog training, classes were structured around those exercises that formed the nucleus of th
Novice Dogclass routine and were based on the Kohler method of dog training. For me this covered the peric
from the mid 19700s to the early 199006s.

In 1990 I received a scrambled message from a mate Glen Doohan, Chief Instructor for The German Shephe
DogClubwlo was at the time fishing for whiting at Fr
the dogo written by Karen Prior. You must read

So began my journey into Operant conditioning. | was then fortunate to be taken by Val Boerpgatles

paid to a dog training seminar in Hawaii and got to eat most of my meals with Karen Pryor We were also take
to her Sea World facility and were privileged to go behind the public facade to see all aspects of the rearing,
feeding and training teciques, yes, and clicker trained fish. Karen had worked in wartime with Bob Bailey
training Cats and Crows and all other species fo
trained for the U.S Navy seals.

Through research | then dseered that the service dogs were absorbing the Operant conditioning method of
training as under duress the dogs were more able to withstand the rigorous tasks demanded from them. Mor:
importantly their recovery period was a lot shorter and they were roe Inighly task driven. Now across the
whole spectrum of service dog training, Armed Services, Police, Corrective Services, Narcotics, and Bomb
Detection, operant conditioning is the preferred method of training and one only has to turn on the telly on a
Sunday night to see the outstanding results these dogs achieve. It is also as interesting to see how in live to
situations, the methods used by the handlers to reward these dogs.

So how do we measure success? Is it by achieving the status of haagngaome on the club hamdboard or

by owning an Obedience titled dog. With my last dog | achieved a U.D. title. In my class three out of 22
competed at Novice level. | was the only class member to go on to compete in Open and finally gain a U.D. ti
in five trials. These statistics are a fairly common scenario across Obedience dog clubs in the south east corr
of Queensland. In the Open Dog class | judged on Sunday there were 11 entrants with three absent, and yet
class still had the highest numbercoimpetitors, with all classes being catered for. In previous years an average
class size in competition for me to judge would be 25 dogs. On the previous day at a Tracking sweepstakes \
had an entry of 4 dogs. On the Monday at the training seminar flityAgr beginners there were 17 handlers

and their dogs. There were three teenagers and 14 others under the age of 30.



The young people who have stepped up to the plate as instructors have a greater awareness and understanc
of animal behavior and bring their professional and scientific based skills to a learning environment that
contains structure and an ability to measure progress. They are also as dedicated as we are, but more resilic
and determined in their desire to pursue their goals. Theypame than willing to share their knowledge but are
no longer prepared to move in circles where they are required to compromise on their basic philosophies. Th:
are young people (and some not so youngoipeopl e)
competition take on the courses that we as judges set and on any given day are competitive with any other
handler in Australia. As for achievements the first Agility Champion in Australia came from FNQ. Reading the
last page of the newsletter with tesults from a weekend of thisg 91 qualifications given to 30 different
handlers from as far away as Mackay to the Atherton Tablelands, it would have to be a pretty hard marker to
say that as a club you are lacking in success.

As a summation, we asambers of dog clubs need to realize that the market place that we service will no
longer accept compulsion training. The needs of the communities that we now service have changed. The
communities are now time poor. Those who chose to comment on cliakergnaced to do more research on
the process, as it is not and never has been abo
and shaping behawes that when intermittently reinforced become established balavio

In closing these metids are not new, Bob Bailey, 73 years old, Karen Pryor 69 years old, pioneers of operant
conditioning, worth taking the time to research.

Jody Brown.
jodybrown@bigpond.com

(Ed ] Db.not try tﬁis at home!)



COCT EASTER WEEKEND RESULTS (not published in theMarch/ Apri | Edition)

OBEDIENCE
Trial 1

NOVICE : Judge : Andrea Yerbury

e Barkenlodge Tammy Lass
2" Kanecutter Tasmin
39  Sheba

CCD: Judge : Kesley Court

1% Weonawei Fire Cracker (Flint)
2" Yurei ElImo
39 Dykinta Guess Again

Trial 2
NOVICE : Judge Kesley Court

1% Pelorus Ovalandatcaptivator
2% Barkenlodge Tammy Lass
39  Sheba

CCD Judge Andrea Yerbury

1% Dykinta Gless Again
2nd Weonawei Fire Cracker
3Y  Yurei Elmo

Donna O6K@a&dhe
Michelle Varcoe
Marie Gibson

Mandy Jones Q 87
Mary OONei ||
Paul Ob6Keefe
Pat Cecil Q 190

Donna OO6K©e&dA’e
Marie Gibson

Paul OO0 Ke ©B4e
Mandy Jones Q93
Mary OONei |l |



RESULTS COCT TRIAL 17 APRIL 2010

OBEDIENCE SSJudge David Horsley

ubD

1% Luack Jo (Booker) Mal Holland
CDX

1% Wyglo Might n Power (Brude Mandy Jones

CD

1% Brutus Linda King Q 188

2" Sheba Marie Gibson

CCD

1% Yurei EImo Mary O6Nei |l

GAMBLERS Judge Mal Holland

MASTERS

1**  Torlene Jarra Katrina Stonestreet
EXCELLENT

1% Stockhaven Bobbie Paul O6Ke®&fe
2" Gypsy Paul ObKeef e
31 Bulngari Kanga (Mocca) Rick SlackSmith

NOVICE

i Sasndash Sammydavis (Soda) Katrina Stonestreet Q
2nd Barkenlodge Tammy Lass Donna OO06K&ef e
31 Luack Lord of the Ring (Chappie) Lucy Joynson




RESULTS COCT TRIAL 17 APRIL 2010 (cont 6 d )

AGILITY Judge Mal Holland

OPEN

e Torlene Jarra Katrina Stonestreet
MASTERS

1% Gypsy Paul Ob6Ke®&fe
24 Stockhaven Bobbie Paul Ob8Ke®Ofe
31 Torlene Vashtie Allison Annesley  Q
EXCELLENT

1 Bulngari Kanga (Mocca) Rick SlackSmith

NOVICE

1% Luack Lord of the Ring (Chappie) Lucy Joynsons
2% Leteemo Champas Charlie Ji mmy O6Keef e

JUMPERS Judge Mal Holland

OPEN

1% Stockhaven Bobbie Paul O6Ke®&fe
2% Bulngari Kanga (Mocca) Rick SlackSmith  Q

31 Sasndash Sammydavis Katrina Stonetseet
MASTERS

i Bulngari Kanga (Mocca) Rick SlackSmith  Q

2nd Sasndash Sammydavis Katrina Stonestreet Q

3 Amberidge Miss Margarita (Meg) Louise Ashworth  Q

4" Stockhaven Bobbie Paul O6Ke®fe
5 Torlene Vashtie Allison Annesley Q
EXCELLENT

1% Luack Lord of the Ring (Chappie) Lucy Joynson Q
NOVICE

1% Atchafalaya Honey Donna Ob6Keefe



Crystal Creek Tracking Trial Results May 2010

7 MAY TSD

Judge: Mal Holland

TSD 1 T.Ch Geraldmine Totalli Turbo
TSD 3 T.Ch Ag.Ch Kanecuttdrasmin

9 MAY TRACKING

Judge: Mal Holland

TD1

TD2

TD3

TD4

TD7

Blue
Slingo Double Trouble

Ch Rivamist Steel the Show

Ch Agasvari Beautiful Sunrise
Ch OC Delkahna &ad Tuff

Swshi

Buddy

Obanya White Jazmyn
Vonraypark Bears Pride

Rita Jaworski

SCENT IT = DROP IT = §

Michelle Varcoe Goaod
Michelle Varcoe Fail
Eileen Fletcher Fail

Hiroko Kaesehagen Pass

Janet Richmond Fail
Marilyn McKee Fall
Rita Jaworski Good

Ingrid GroegeiStone Fall

Eileen Fletcher Fail
Katrina Shoobridge Very Good
Kim Challender Pass

A Mﬁl'ﬂl} fasiaoky

EEK IT = FIND IT

Il 1 | [
kxS o .l ROy A A A

LU




Tracking Champion Vonray Park Bears Pride CCD JD ET

What a horrid start to a great week end of Tracking and companionship.
Heidi had been helping me by setting tracks early in the mornings, then
waiting for me to turn up an hour later and following me and Pharaoh
around the track, telling me wte | was going wrong, telling me | should
be doing this, doing that, | was doing this wrong, | was doing that wrong,
At hatdés good Kimo, fAyep, you are
Afdondét | ead himo, fAhe knowsltvah at
and more, and finally we decided Crystal Creek is the venue, we WILL
get our Tracking Championship at Crystal Creek.

John (my husband) had given the camper van a full service, and then the
day before we were to start the long drive up towards Ingiahn took

the van in for FOUR new tyres, it was when he went to pick the car up
again, that the mechanic said, fin
your steering rod is no good, you need another one, | can get the part and
fix it by Tuesday next wek.

ANo wayo |

said, Al am going up,

will take the Rav 41! 0 |l phoned a

stay in their tent, but no room, the onl vy Idpinogng
bag or twoo they said, fAithe back of the car has

Well, we headed off, in anticipation of getting that highly coveted Tracking Championship, we had tried a few
times before, and never successful, Could this be the weekend wegeothdough?

When we got there, a very kind member of the Townsville Obedience club, had a spare small gazebo, that w
great éthen she offered us some spare dog beds to
saucepan in the car, (nathito heat up our dinner with) so a member of the Ingham club gave us a saucepan t
borrow. Now, how do you start this portable gas cooker??? Tad to the rescue this time. We were finally sort
and sat down at happy hour to have a good laugh with googany under the stars, just south of Ingham. So,
head out of the camp site at 6am, watch everyone
waité.it seemed |i ke ages, it WAS age s ndinoyourbellgs pe
and noeone to talk to, but finally, the judge came back and said, @m&@m, its your turn now, chuck your

dog in the car, lets go.

Pharaoh was great, he got the start easy as, travelled down the first leg, found the article and consoue
many turns, so many metres, we were chewing them up at a fast rate. The second article, Pharaoh stopped
|l ooked at a cow, whatodéds going on?? The article w
Phar aohsodar t i mdication??? What do yoa expeat mg t dodsays Pharaoh, jump up and get it
out of his mouth???? Track, track, | said, and off he goes again, more corners, more articles and finally we
found the Al ost persono | yi ngforinmies.tlwas sochappys itwas finatlyo

a great conclusion to a lot of hard work.

What a great weekend, good company, good times, great jokes, and even a poetry recital, and dancing with «
demo by another Tracking dog.

Crystal Creek tracking grals will be no more, but | for one, will remember the final Tracking trial at Crystal
creek, What a weekend. Thanks Heidi for your patience and hard work and many hours with no reward for
yourself, just the love of Tracking.

Written by Kim Challende(Picturedreceivingher TrackingChampionsash from judge Mal Holland)



RESULTS COCT TRIALS 22 MAY 2010

TRIAL 1 PAIRS MASTER Judgelisa Kaddatz

1% Holly W Craven Q
Kanecutter Tasmin M Varcoe Q

2" Luack Dark Angel L Joynson Q
Spinifex Sailor W Craven Q

31 Torlene Jarra K StonestreetQ
Geraldmine Total Turbo M Varcoe Q

EXCELLENT

1% Murphy L Cassidy Q
Sasndash Sammydavis K StonestreetQ

2" Gypsy P O6Ke®&fe
Torlene Vashtie K StonestreetQ

39 Amberidge Miss Margarita L Ashworth
Demoni ague O6Shea RLinder

NOVICE

1% Luack Lod of the Ring L Joynson
Luack Foxy Lady W Craven

2% Dunwurkn Etched in Time R Lovatt
Luack Carbon Copy L Joynson

31 Leteemo Champas Charlie J OO6Keefe
Barkenlodge Tammy Lass D O6Keef e

AGILITY Judgelisa Kaddatz

MASTER

i Moore StampeDallas L Moore Q

2" Murphy L Cassidy Q

39 Holly W Craven Q

EXCELLENT

1% Sasndash Sammydavis K StonestreetQ

2" Bulngari Kanga R SlackSmithQ

39 Barkenlodge Tammy Lass D Ob6Ke&f e

NOVICE

1% Atchafalaya Jaz me Blues T Bartlett

2" Leteemo Champas Charlie J OO0Keefe

3¢  Kane S Barton



JUMPERS JudgeRoel Wittkamp

MASTER

e Moore Stamper Dallas L Moore Q

2" Gypsy P Ob6Ke®f e
39 Bulngari Kanga R SlackSmithQ

4" Spinifex Sailor W Craven Q

5" Sasmdash Sammydavis K StonestreetQ
EXCELLENT 1% Barkenlodge Tammy Lass D O6Keefe
2" Atchafalaya Jaz me Blues T Bartlett

NOVICE

1% Luack Carbon Copy L Joynson Q

2" Atchafalaya Honey D O6Keefe
3% Dunwurkn Etched in Time R Lovatt

TRIAL 2 AGILITY JudgeRoel Wittkamp

OPEN

1% Holly W Craven Q

2""  Moore Stamper Dallas L Moore

MASTER

i Moore Stamper Dallas L Moore Q

2" Gypsy P ObKe®&f e
39 Spinifex Sailor W Craven
EXCELLENT

1% Bulngari Kanga R SlackSmithQ

2"%  Allambie Fergus M Holland Q

39 Barkenlodge Tammy Lass D O6Keefe
NOVICE

i Atchafalaya Honey D O6Keef e
2nd Leteemo Champas Charlie J OO6Keefe
31 Atchafalaya Jaz me Blues T Bartlett

JUMPERS JudgeLisa Kaddatz

OPEN

1% Sasndash&nmydavis K StonestreetQ
2nd Kanecutter Tasmin M Varcoe Q
39 Moore Stamper Dallas L Moore Q

4" Stockhaven Choc Chip L Moore Q



MASTER

1% Moore Stamper Dallas
2" Kanecutter Tasmin

39 Gypsy

4" Sasndsh Sammydavis
5" Stockhaven Bobbie

EXCELLENT
DQ

NOVICE
1% Atchafalaya Honey
2% Sandygate IMA Star

OBEDIENCE 1

OPEN Judgelisa Kaddatz
1% Delkahna a Tad Tuff
2% Delkahna Dragon Fly

NOVICE JudgeRoel Wittkamp

1% Barkenlodge Tammy Lass

2" Brutus

31 Pelorus Ovalandatcaptivator
P Cecil Q 180

CCD Judgelisa Kaddatz

15 Sarasota Tame the Wind

OBEDIENCE 2

OPEN JudgeRoel Wittkamp
1% Delkahna a Tad Tuff
2""  Delkahna Dragon Fly

NOVICE Judgéisa Kaddatz
1% Brutus
2" Sheba

31 Pelorus Ovalandatcaptivator

CCD JudgeRoel Wittkamp

1% Sarasota Tame the Wind

L Moore Q
M Varcoe Q
P O06Ke©f e
K StonestreetQ
P O06Ke&®f e

P O06Ke©®f e
J Forbed~aulkner

T Jaworski Q 186

R Jaworski

D 0O6Ke &L
L King Q 188

J Schuler

T Jaworski Q 195

R Jaworski

L King Q170
M Gibson
P Ced

J Schuler



PUBLICITY & DEMONSTRATION REPORT

COCT Website
The photos page on our website is still trying to evolve with the two sections, one for championship dogs and
one for more social occasions. Still looking for some photos so if you would like to contribute please do so!!

And if | can ever get my act together | wildl have t he
Advertising
The Townsville Bulletin has againrunashortartic | e of our trials in May in the

on the inside of the front page of the Saturday edition of the day of the trial. This is a great way to publicise the
club, training classes and how they can lead to competitions. A reasonable number of spectators and even a
photographer or two have turned up and have a look over the last couple of months.

Dogs on Riverway at Anderson Park

This event fell by the wayside with the organisers not being able to fit in with the Toy Dog Club show in early
June. No doubt they will keep trying, so will let you know when the next one is being planned. It sounds like
an excellent event to have for providing information for those looking at getting a dog.

RSPCA Millions Paws Walk Wrapup
The RSPCA held its 16™ Annual Million Paws Walk at the Strand on ‘3, Sunday 16 May 2010.
They had a record number of 500 handlers and even people without dogs turn out for the event.

Our demo ended up being held after the Walk due to about 100 people trying to register 15 minutes before it
started i it just was not going to happen, and the walk started about 15 minutes late. But, to quote RSPCA

l nspector Cliff Singer fAWe are very grateful and pl e
considering the flack wehave received over the | ast few weekso.
the day.

Thanks to those who participated in our demo i Mary & Elmo, Rod & Caesar, Hiroko & Ben, Eileen & Blue,
Peter & Angus, Noel & Pasco. Our demo numbers were down but we still put on a good show and were
reflected in the extra number of new handlers joining up for June classes.

Upcoming events
None at the moment! But should there be it will be announced in the Monthly Updates. If you are not receiving
them see Judy or Wendy and give them your email address.

Diane Macintyre
Demonstration & Publicity Officer



Introduction

Vaccination plays an important role irmmtaining the health and wddeing of animals.The introduction of
modified live vaccines has greatly reduced the incidence of several canine and feline diseases that are often
fatal. Vaccines that protect animals from severe;thifieeatening diseaséisat have worlewide distribution are
generally referred to as core vaccindkn-core vaccines are required by only those animals that are at risk
from those specific diseases, due to their geographic location, local environment or lifestyle.

Core and non-core vaccines in Australia

Dogs

Core vaccines protect against Canine distemper virus
Canine adenovirus
Canine parvovirus

Non-core vaccines protect against Canine parainfluenza virus
Bordetella bronchiseptica
Leptospira interrogans

Current vaccination programs using core vaccines

Vaccination regimes for dogs and cats have developed from years of research and practical experience by
veterinarians in industry and in practice.

Current vaccination programs for dogs and cats recognise that most pups and kittens are protected lby mater
derived antibodies (MDA) up to about 8 to 12 weeks of &ge.strong immunity it is important that the animal
receives at least two fully effective vaccinatioMdDA can interfere with vaccination, but it is advisable to
vaccinate young animals asosoas MDA levels declineBecause the decline in the level of MDA varies

between animals, three initial vaccinations are generally recommended, timed to ensure that the animal is ful
protected.

A typical puppy/kitten program consists of an initial vaedion at €9 weeks of age, a second vaccinatief 3
weeks later, and a third vaccination given atlb4weeks or even oldeA 12-month booster follows the
primary vaccination course to ensure ongoing immunity.

Subsequent revaccinations are given atrvale of 12 months, or longer if this is consistent with the
veterinarianods r ecomme n dleteiare segeralaayidterdad preducts\wmtleermarket w
that have been formulated specifically as lorigem vaccines and proven to providdeatst 3 years

protection. Apart from these, all other dog vaccines, and all cat vaccines, have been registered with data that
support only a 12nonth vaccination interval.



Matters of concern in regard to re -vaccination intervals

There is some concern angst members of the public in Australia and overseas that there is a small but
significant risk to the animal whenever a vaccine is administered, and therefore the number of vaccinations
administered should be minimised, based on a risk/benefit analysiadh individual animalAlthough annual
vaccination has been common practice in Australia and elsewhere, the international veterinary community is
increasingly supporting the position that core vaccines should not be given more often than everyfigrears
the initial course, unless local factors dictate otherwise.

4EA 106-10860 D-vabcnaianiintervdlsi OA
The APVMA notes that

e Revaccination has become -gpandpslareekpedtation af mpngped s r e
owners;at t he pet éup,veteengriarls ahouldgpiowde et owneith\pertinent, ugo-date
information on vaccination best practice to assist in a joint decision as to whether and when to re
vaccinate their pet.

e There is a growing body of literature on the duration of immunity of modified live vaccines that are use
in dogs and cats.

e The incidence of adverse experiences associ at
Adverse Experience Reporting Program (AERP) is low: less than 1 in 10,000 dibsascidence of
more serious reactions such as anaphylaxigiy low, and appears to be similar for initial vaccinations
and revaccination, which is also true for human vaccines.

o the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) recently (June 2009) releasaddated policy and
guidelines on vaccination of dogs and agksch notes that
The Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) believes that in most cases, core vaccines need not
administered any more frequently than triennially and that even less frequent vaccination may be
considered appropriate i f an individual ani ma
dictate more frequent vaccination scheduling.
and highights the importance of informed consent by petownérf.e APV MA supports
vaccination policy.

e The AVAOGs polWaryl d eSrmalsl tAnitrmal Guideliresforther v As ¢
Vaccination of Dogs and Cafswhich state that
Vaccines should not be given needles§lgre vaccines should not be given any more frequently than
every three years after the-b2onth booster injection following the puppy/kitten series.

In formulating a vaccinatioregimen for an individual animal, the veterinarian should consider many factors
including knowledge of the canine/feline immune system, the vaccination history of the animal, its age, breed
and health status, disease prevalence in the local areadigure of the animal to other animals, including
stray or feral animals, current best practice, contemporary guidelines and published veterinary literature.

The APVMA acknowledges that in some unusual circumstances, such as communities with highqerefale
infection and incomplete vaccination records, annual revaccinations may be advisatéyer the aim

should be to ensure that all susceptible animals are vaccinated, rather than that alréadyuréded animals
are revaccinated.The APVMA dces not support the retention of label statements that direct or imply a
universal need for lifdong annual revaccinations with core vaccinébe APVMA supports the AVA's
vaccination policy and is of the view that product labels should be amendedtwvigtighat policy. The
APVMA is working with vaccine registrants with a view to updating labels.


http://avacms.eseries.hengesystems.com.au/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Campaigns1&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=14288
http://avacms.eseries.hengesystems.com.au/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Campaigns1&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=14288
http://www.wsava.org/SAC.htm

The decision on whether and when to re -vaccinate

It is important that veterinarians tailor vaccination regimens to suitdbds of each animal under their care,
and discuss alternatives with their client.

State and Territory legislation that controls use of veterinary medicines allows registered veterinarians to use
veterinary -lmebde lco niens ‘ddteghaianamay theredote sise vaccines at whatever

interval they (and the client) determine is best for each particular anfatdrinarians and pet owners are

under no obligation to follow revaccination intervals recommended on vaccine labels.

Ultimately thedecision on whether and when teva&ccinate is made based on an informed risk/benefit
assessment carried out by the veterinarian and the owiteough this is not a matter over which the APVMA
has any regulatory control, the APVMA considers that therir@arian and the client should consider both the
severity of any reaction to a vaccine and the seriousness of the target disease that is being vaccinated again:
making a decision on whether and when toaecinate.

Many factors influence the effeegness of vaccination and the need fevaecination. As mentioned above,
these include knowledge of the canine/feline immune system, the vaccination history of the animal, its age,
breed and health status, disease prevalence in the local area dp@dye of the animal to other animals,
including stray or feral animals, current best practice, contemporary guidelines and published veterinary
literature. The vaccination program for an individual animal should be determined within a vetercigmn
patient relationship, taking all these factors into account.

You think dogs will not be in heaven? | tell

you, they will be there long before any of us.
~Robert Louis Stevenson



