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Presidents Report

Hi fellow handlers and competitors, trialing has commenced with a very successful Easter
agility/jJumpers/games and obedience. The success of this long weekend was mainly due to tt
tremendous support the club reae2d from all the competitors and helpers. Despite the
threatening skies the whole weekend went without a hitch and the rain stayed away apart
from a few showers during tea on Saturday. The only problem encountered was the condition
of the ground under théig tree adjacent to the tennis club, because the ground was so
waterlogged all competitors had to do the tennis club detour but apart from the
inconvenience all went well. | would like to take this opportunity to thank all our members
who helped make theveekend such a success especially all those who helped with the
catering we certainly impressed the southern judges with our spread at tea time.

As the weather now seems to have changed for the better we will be able to concentrate on
training our new hadlers. Over the past two months it has been very difficult to get training in
on Tuesdays due to the wet grounds and repeated heavy showers but hopefully all that is
behind us and we can get back to a normal routine.

Finally | would like to mention thedck and search and tracking trials held last weekend.
Thanks to all the organizers competitors, baits and caterers who helped make this a successt
weekend and congratulations to Mal and Spud for attaining their tracking Champion title on
Saturday and t&heila and Erin for their T2 pass on Sunday.

Take care and happy training, tracking and trialing.

Judy Forbeg-aulkner




Editorial
Hi Everyone

We have had a bit of a mixed start to the training year with the weather interfering with training on sevefra
occasions which makes it very frustrating for instructors and learners alike, it is difficult to get ehythm going
when you keep having to cancel but it means no excusi@ perfecting what you do learn in class (when it goes
ahead!) as you get extra tira at home in between classes to practice. That is the crux of coming on a Tuesday night
Z the instructors show the handlers how to achieve the exercises, but one hour a wealkclasswill not train your
dogzOEA DI 1 EOEET C 10 ObQhome&El ¢C6 1 AAAO O AA AiT A A

It seems that | upset som@eople out there with my last editorial andthe pages following includethe
replies to the editor. | was very surprised that it generated such interest, especially from nealub members who
will not be affected by any changes we make to training methods anywayl. did not mean to belittle anyone who
has achieved success in the past when there were no other methods being taught, but times change and methods
do too. | thought it was worth while spending some timeclearing up what seem to be some misconceptions on the
part of the letter writers.

Misconception1 7z 0 AT D1 A xET AT 160 xAT O O OOA AET EA KEAET (
lots of people who decide choke chains are not for them have used th@meviously but having learned alternatives

decide that the use otompulsionas a trainingmethod is not the way they want to train their dog. They are known
AO OROROO6 OOAET AOO EAOET ¢ AOiI OOGAA 1 OAO #OIT T1TA 1T AOQE]

Misconception 2 - Reward based training meas that your dog will not perform reliably without food in
your hand. Absolutely not. Learning theory dictates that dogs (as well as people) will work better for random
rewards (think of people feeding money into pokieg when it going to pay out? Who knows but they keep
plugging awayz dogs are the same) Foot$ used initially to teach new behavious z to maintain those behaviours
randomAT A élvatdEMoys, affection,off leash playetc) are more effective. The analogy of a Kelpie herding
sheep needing to be rewarded with food every 5 minutes by the farmésee letter below)demonstrates a lack of
understanding of the learning theory we use in reward based training. The reward fohé¢ Kelpie for doing the
right thing (as defined by the farmer)is to get to continue to herd the sheep. The rewarfdr the policedogis to get
to chase the criminal and grab the bite sleeve. The reward for the drug sniffing dog is to get a game witlaladiter
detectingthe drugs.( AOET ¢ A T A ET UI 00 EATA AT AOT 80 AT i A ET O E

Misconception 3 z Positive means permissive Rewarding a dog for a job well done is positive dog
training. It does not mean that we want dog owners to allow their dogs to takeharge or to call the shots. We teach
people to set boundaries and manage their dogs so that dogs do not get to practice undesirable behaviours. We
also teach owners to teach their dogs what they want and reward it and how to deal with the behavioureU AT 1
like without having to be confrontational or aggressive towards their dogs.

Qu
P~

Misconception 4 z The COCT cannot teach both pet dog owners and promote obedience trizding
reward based methods Why not?The same eward based methods are being uskall over the world to produce
sound family dogs and top notch obediendagility/ freestyle/ tracking triallers z also assistance dogs, drug
detection and police dogs

HDOO AAAAOOA EO EAOIT 6 GoesndtimeeA that ikani)@ OF AEDBUDIEsAs that/thé methods

are newer here and people need togrfectthem. 3T h OET O1 A xA 11 O OO UheHdct thatdiyA x,
peoplewho used choke chains are on thénonour board (see letter 3) merely reflects the training techniques that

have been in e in the COCT for the last 30 yeagshow can a clicker trained dog appear there when clicker

training was not taught or used at the club?



Shopenhauer said that many good ideas go through three stages: First they are ridiculed, then they are argued against
then they areaken for granted.

Rafe's "Rule of 6640" says that in any given population on any given issue, 60 % will be neutral at the start and the
other 40% will be apportioned between those who accept or endorse the issue and those who oppose it

The fact is that no matter what the constitution sayqsee letter 3) we need pet dog ownerg the club would cease

to exist without the revenue that they generate. We need to teach them what they want to learn and that is not
obedience trialling. However it is absurd to suggest that teaching them reward based trainingethods means that
OEAU AAT 80 11T O0A 11 OI 1 AAAE AkwelandbertEribtihodsiag méedikely AU OI
enthuse them and their dogs.

All dog training techniques fit somewhere on a long continuum, from seriously harsh and abusive
punishment-based methods at one extreme, to pure positive reinforcement at the other. As is often the case with
extremes, neither of these is likely to be very practical or effective, nor will you find many trainers who
recommend them. Most trainers use a combinain of techniques that place them somewhere between the two
ends of the continuum. Which side of center they are on defines them as primarily compulsibased trainers or
primarily positive ones.

Old-fashioned, compulsionbased training works on the philsophy that we have to show the dog who is
Al 668 3EA 1060060 Ai xEAO xA OAuUh AT A NOEAEI U8 )& OEA Al
can ignore our commands. The primary tool for compulsion trainers is positive punishment, often folved by a
OOAAOGh A PAORh AT A 10O OAOAAT DOAEOA OI EAAD Ob OEA AT (
trainers abhorred the use of food treats as praise. This thinking has changed in the last decade, as more and more
O &£l 1 A Eefdéndonstafed the effectiveness of food as a training motivator.

Compulsion training works, as demonstrated by decades of wdllehaved dogs. A skilled trainer uses the
minimum amount of force necessary to get the job done. Proponents argtiet the small amount of discomfort
this may cause is worth the end result of a reliable, promptly responsive dog. It can be problematic, however, with
OAOU AOOAOOEOA T O ET AAPAT AAT O AicO xEI AT160 Od&tBA EEI
argue back. You must be prepared to use enough force to get your message across quickly, and be willing to
escalate the level of force if necessary. Techniques like scruff shakes and alpha rolls only work if the trainer is
strong enough to perseverefithe dog fights back. Many owners and trainers are either unwilling or unable to use
this kind of force with their dogsz thank goodness. Timid, submissive or sensitive dogs may also not do well with
positive punishment. Forceful corrections can cause #m to melt into a puddle on the floor, and a slight
i EOAAI AOI AGET1T AAT AAOOA EOOAPAOAAT A AAi AcA O1T OEA 1>

In the end, our dogs tell us the truth. We can find pet dogs and obedience show ring compestisom both
training styles that are happy, reliable, willing workers. We can find dogs from both training styles that are poorly
trained and out of control. But in general, a larger percentage of dogs in a compulsibased class will grudgingly
comply with commands or look bored or disgruntled than will dogs in a positive reinforcement class, where
enthusiasm usually abounds among all students in the class, tiegged and fourlegged alike.

The Editor welcomes your commentst brindlebrock@bigpond.comor via the editors pigeonhole at the
clubhouse
(Portions of this edbrial AT T OAE1
Paws Dog Training)

AoAAODOD AEDTOE AO#9 TEGA EA HalOdilikAdbDdedalded O A
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To the Editor:

THE OLD STYLE OF DOG TRAINING

I enjoy the COCT magazine and | think the club does a great job with it. | am also aware
that editorial comments are in the majority personal opinions and as such will not receive
universal endorsement.

In reference to your last issue | find it particularly annoying that so many proponents of
clicker training promote the technique via negative comments about traditional dog
training methods. The common theme being clicker training is positive, traditional
methods are negate and most insultingly by trite inference are based on the cruel
application of unfair corrective methods. Knowing the long history of the Canine
Obedience Club of Townsville | am positive many of your older and past members who
have been high achievers in the obedience word would be quite insulted by your editorial.

| also find it disappointing that by far most proponents of clicker training methods who criticize traditional dog
training methods have not been high achievers.

Positive dogtraining met hods are those that achieve results anc
human fallibility one which should never form part of any training process. To be successful in life no matter

what the activity hard work is an essential. People who work hard are the achievers in life, including people

who are serious about dog training. Your statement i f
simply illogical What is more relevant is if you want to be successful get off your backside and work your butt

off.

Motivation is a primary dog training tool, fun and excitement is something effective trainers work extremely

har d a tpartofthe@edicatidn. Traditional dog training methods do use corrections and unfortunately far

too many dog handlers fail to develop the skills to use them positively, meaningfully, timely and fairly.

Similar with clicker training far too many proponents have the smarts or dedication to work hard enough to

develop the skills to apply the technique timely and consistently to achieve high success.l know clicker training

works.

| also know that so called traditional dog training methods work and that they have scored the runs on the

board consistently overtime. | suggest i f you wish to promote clicke
by making negative naive comments about traditional methods for that unfortunately, dog wise, reeks of

immaturity.

The bottom line is training your dog is the kindest act a dog owner can do for their dog, it is not an option in
todaybés worl d. It is a necessidrndatna ttdaech aistk wist h @u tt
positive speaking.

Bob Bruce.

solving bogguedience— To Editor Companion Dog

Trair ‘oblems

THE OLD STYLE OF DOG TRAINING

I'm reluctant to involve myself in a debate such as this due to it being the main reason | have
dropped out of the obedience trialing scene.

The trialing scene is clogged with people who have set themselves up as "the experts on dog
training techniques". Many of these people haven't been successful in the trialing scene with little to show for
their years of effort other than a CDX title or two - or even lesser titles; casting a blanket of negativity over a
great little sport with their ignorant but very strong views..



I have no problem with people having various views on the most effective ways of training, however, it is all too
common to hear the comments from this fraternity castigating and insulting people who have spend years of
their lives training a wide variety of breeds, successfully in trailing, and/or for a wide variety of practical
purposes such as the various branches of service work - SUCCESSFULLY.

For those of you who don't know me, my background started in 1970 when | was trained as a young Airman in
the RAAF to be a Security Guard/Police Dog handler. 1972 my dog and | were awarded the top man/dog for
the entire RAAF mustering. Over time | have owned dog kennels at Mt. Morgan where | have trained hundreds
of dogs in obedience, tracking and protection. Ran classes for years in the Sunshine Coast Region and
Brisbane. Accepted as an expert withess in the Federal Court of Australia on dog behavior. Trialed over the
years and trained more successful trailers to UD and AOC titles than any other private trainer in QLD. Of
recent years | have pretrained two Dogs for service in the QLD Police Dog Squad (one is serving in Townsville
the other at Cairns), and last Christmas sold a pretrained Timber Shepherd to the Rockhampton Correctional
Service. All three dogs are regarded as amongst their finest working dogs. | have more recently been breeding
and developing a style of dog that has been successfully trialed in one of the Army Special Service units. They
are proving to be superior in working ability to the working line GSD'S, Belgium Malinois and Dutch
Shepherd's.

I am 60 years old now with forty years of turning out successful trialing students and outstanding Police type
role dogs, and you can bet that when my name comes up in conversation someone will say, "Yeah | know him,
he doesn't know anything and only turns out robotic dogs". Heard all the negative comments over the years
and still hear it. The point I am building up to is that over so many years of seeing fad training come and go of
various types, | have a fair idea what works best when developing a dog that "works reliably both in the
obedience ring and out of the obedience ring".

It would help keep competitors egos in check | believe, if non-qualifying score place getters did not receive
trophies. No material bragging rights should be given to a loser on the night. Incidentally clicker training started
in the 1970's and food training started in the 1800's. Nothing new here whatsoever.

| do prefer the old style of training and am not a fan of the so-called modern positive methods. A Farmer or a

Police Dog Handler cannot go about their daily work with their dogs with a bag of treats tied around their

wastes, any morethanp | ay with a clicker all ¢afgrmheaingadrhaiact a d
dangerous criminal hiding in a paddock of long grass. Rather than see this ongoing rabbiting of people

pushing through their own philosophies in the pages of books and magazines with the continual deriding

remarks towards us old timers who have stood the test of time, | would rather see a more enlightening attitude
focused for the most part on the physical and mental health of the dog.

The love of the canine and the adoring respect we should have of our four legged friend is missing with many
trailers, who seem more interested in using their dog as a means to attract attention to themselves - even
though most put in miserable performances at the trials. The main focus should always be on the emotional
and physical health of the dog, so that is calm within itself knowing that it is loved by someone it can respect,
well exercised, well cared for and fed well. The dog should be given a great life and the trialing should be
regarded as friendly competition only.

Train the dog in any manner one wishes too if that takes one's fancy, and leave and respect others to train the
way they wish. For trialing competitors the results are in the ring; taking longer than six trials to achieve a title
means the handler isn't training effectively for that dog, or the dog isn't a suitable for trialing competitions.

Now | have come out of my hole to write a comment requested by my old mate Mal Holland, I'll go back into
my hole and leave the continual stream of negative, energy draining issues to those than can tolerate them.

Regards

Ross Allan
(rossallan.com)



DEAR EDITOR

Has Dog Training Changed for the Better?

Well that depends on who you listen to and who tells the better story, | would rather look at the facts, then

after weighing up the pros & cons, decide. Some of the new approaches to mans acceptance of modern style

of training in some areas actually has some merit, some is a total disaster. The real question should be what

do you want & expect from your dog, what are you hapj
then compare the results. The dogs that come on a Tuesday night are not the dogs requiring the high standard

for a competition dog, so the expectation for the back yard dog is different to those that want an obedience dog

for competition . In defense of the so called military training & it is not what is portrayed by some. | ask you who

is qualified to speak on the subject of military dog training; very few should be your answer. Any one may make
statements and say this or that is military training, most people that make these statements have very little
understanding of what they are talking about.

Lets look at some real facts & figures that speak for them self, the honor board in our club house for instances.

On the obedience side, please show me where are the dogs trained with clickers and the modern methods, the
answer there are none, thatoés zilch, zero, nought, ¢t
old style of training using what | term the show & tell method, this is where a dog is shown what is required of

him, the training is then repeated sufficient enough times until the dogs brain has accepted what is required of

it and then & only then if the dog still does not carry out the exercise, e.g., sit, down or what ever a correction is
introduced. Verbal praise always followed a correct response, praise is always reinforcement for a correct

response to a command & was a long before the clicker was introduced. | am not against clickers; however the
clicker is just another means of rewarding your dog as well as the physical and verbal praise, in the hands of

those that know how to use them clickers may be very effective. On the honor board there are no food reward,
clicker trained dog, AWHY NOT 0 modermstyle/ dechmigue (if kecan call it thdt)a c t
came into use over the last few years their has not been a single UD titled dog let alone an Obedience

Champion at the COCT club, so ask your self where are all the up and coming obedience dogs. One only has

to look at current obedience competitions to see that dogs and handlers are struggling to get through a trial at

the lowest levels without the owners being embarrassed...

Recently there has been a play on words in an effort to have (the so called) older style of training portrayed as

har sh & c¢r uiacbrrect @eol yo ft htehefi t rai ning chain is ihgaaitgh & ¢
instruction in the correct use of the training chain,
No point in condemning the training chain if you have
know or want to know how it should be applied. Really it all comes down to having qualified handlers. Some

people appear to be looking for a magic formula,if there is a magic formula out their or a better technique in

use |1 dondt s ee iattthe COCT letialorge orethe Australiap abedience world.

I nteresting editorial comment s on i whdwahat peoplein triafing wanto w n e
is two different things. The COCT was established for people to train and compete in trials with their dogs, the

general public was recruited later and have been the sole revenue raising force for the club, however the club

is not obliged to train the public dogs, the club does it to survive and raise funds for those that want to trial their

dogs, it is indeed fortunate that at the same time the club does turn out educated & responsible pet owner.

COCT members are to be highly commended for their weekly efforts; few appreciate the time and effort that

the club instructors put in . To quote the COCT Inc constitution under OBJECTS 4A sub pars (d). To promote

the holding of exhibitions and /or to promote obedience training, to conduct obedience trials, agility trials,

tracking & field trials

Finally one needs to look outside the circle in relation to children & dogs behaving badly, there is little respect

from children now days for their parents, teachers and the general public, this attitude is coming across very

strongly into the world of dog training. A little (& | repeat) a little bit of discipline goes a long way in teaching

respect be it to dog or child. Of course one could go on for ever in getting ones points across, the short answer

i STHEIPROOF ISIN THE PUDDINGO and | donét see many people or dog
moment,

Mal Holland




EASTER WEEKEND RESULTS

CANINE OBEDIENCE CLUB TOWNSVILLE

Friday 2 April

Obedience Sweepstakes/Trial Judge Dave Horsley

Utility
1° Luack Jo (Booker)
Open

1% Gypsy

Novice

1° Barkenlodge Tammy Lass
2" Allambie Fergus (Spud)
3 Yurei EImo

CCD
1° Dykinta Guess Again
2" Yurei EImo

GAMBLERS Judge Neil Lester

Masters

1 Torlene Jarra

2" Holly

3 Kanecutter Tasmin
Excellent

1 Gypsy

2" Moore Stamper Dallaglly)
3¢ Luack Dark Angel (Truble)
4" Goldtag Society Gal (Gemma)

Novice

1° Luack Lord of the Ring (Chappie)
2" Allambie Fergus (Spud)
3 Dykinta Guess Again (G

Mal Holland

Paul OKeefe

Donna OKeefe
Mal Holland
Mary ONeil

Paul OKeef
Mary ONeil

Katrina Stonestreet
Wendy Craven
Michelle Varcoe

Paul OKeefe
Lauren Moore
Lucy Joynson
Janet Richmond

Lucy Joynson
Mal Holland
Paul OKeefe

184 Q

196 Q

195 Q

94 Q
81Q

O O

OO0 00
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SNOOKER Judge Neil Lester
Masters

1° Holly

2" Torlene Jarra

Excellent

1° Gypsy

2" Luack Dark Angel (Truble)

3 Goldtag Society Gal (Gemma)
Novice

1° Stockhaven Bobbie

2" Dykinta Guess Again

39  Stockhaven Choc Chip (Keely)
4" Bremdast Nala

5" Sasndash Sammydavis

6™  Giday Bush Dancer

Saturday 3 April

Wendy Craven
Katrina Stonestreet

Paul OKeefe
Lucy Joynson
Janet Ricmond

Paul OKeefe

Paul OKeefe

Lynn Moore
Terrilee Bartlett
Katrina Stonestreet
Sandi Patterson

STRATEGIC PAIRS Judge Neil Lester Masters

1° Bremdast Nala
Luack Jo (Booker)
2 Luack Indis Image (Krazee)
Spinifex Sailor (Codie)
3 Hally
Luack Dark Angel (Truble)
Excellent
1° Pintupi Boss
Luack After Dark (Toots)
2" Gypsy
Sandygate IMA Star
3 Stockhaven Bobbie
Torlene Vashtie
Novice

1° Giday Bush Dancer
Kane

2" Luack Lord of the Ring
Luack Foxy Lady

3 Leteemo Champas Charlie
Barkenlodge Tammy Lass

AGILITY Judge Neil Lester

Masters

1° Gypsy

2nd Kanecutter Tasmin

30 Kirra

Excellent

1° Luack Indis Image (Krazee)

2" Amberidge Miss Mrgarita (Meg)
3 Barkenlodge Tammy Lass

Terrilee Bartlett
Mal Holland
Lucy Joynson
Wendy Craven
Wendy Craven
Lucy Joynson

Keith Thomas

Lucy Joynson

Paul OKeefe

Judy Forbegaulkner
Paul OKeefe

Allison Annesley

Sandi Patterson
Sherwin Barton
Lucy Joynson
Wendy Craven
Jimmy OKeefe
Donna OKeefe

Paul OKeefe
Michelle Varcoe
Keith Thomas

Lucy Joynson
Louise Ashworth
Donna OKeefe

OO0OO0O0O0O0 OO0
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Novice

1° Allambie Fergus (Spud)
2" Meson Lorna (Marla)
39  Atchafalaya Jaz me Blues(Jazz)

JUMPERS Judge Meg Yerbury
Masters

1* Moore Stamper Dallas (Ally)
2" Stockhaven Choc Chip (Keely)
39  Stockhaven Bobbie

Excellent

1° Meson Lorna (Marla)

2" Dykinta Guess Again

3 Barkenlodge Tammy Lass
Novice

1° Jack

2" Allambie Fergus (Spud)

Sunday 4 April

AGILITY 1 Judge Meg Yerbury

Masters

1° Gypsy

2 Kanecutter Tasmin
30 Kirra

Open

1° Holly

2" Stockhaven Choc Chip
Excellent

1° Bremdast Nala
Novice
1° Sasndash Sammydavis (Soda)

2" Meson Lorna (Marla)
2" Allambie Fergus (Spud)
4" Kane

JUMPERS 1 Judge Neil Lester

Open

1° Luack Indis Image (Krazee)
2" Moore Stamper Dallas (Ally)
3 Holly

4" Stockhaven Bobbie
Masters

1° Kanecutter Tasin

Mal Holland
Wendy Craven
Terrilee Bartlett

Lauren Moore
Lynn Moore
Paul OKeefe

Wendy Craven
Paul OKeefe
Donna OKeefe

Melissa Stewart
Mal Holland

Paul OKeefe
Michelle Varcoe
Keith Thomas

Wendy Craven
Lynn Moore

Terrilee Bartlett

Katrina Stonestreet
Wendy Craven

Mal Holland
Sherwin Barton

Lucy Joynson
Lauren Moore
Wendy Craven
Paul OKeefe

Michelle Varcoe

O 000

O OO00O0



2" Gypsy
3 Sasndash Sammydavis (Soda)
4" Stockhaven Bobbie

Excellent

1* Luack Lord of the Ring
2" Dykinta Guess Again

3 Leteemo Gampas Charlie
Novice

1° Allambie Fergus (Spud)
2™ Kane

3 Rivamist Steel the Show
AGILITY 2 Judge Neil Lester

Master

1° Wispan Early Edition
2" Stockhaven Choc @hi

3 Gypsy

Open

1 Stockhaven Bobbie
2nd Gypsy

3 Luack Dark Angel (Truble)
Excellent

1° Luack Indis Image

2" Amberidge Miss Margarita (Meg)
3 Barkenlodge Tammy Lass
Novice

1° Luack Lord of the Ring(Chappie)
2" Allambie Fergus

3 Leteemo Champas Charlie

4" Meson Lorna (Marla)

JUMPERS 2 Judge Megovey

Open

1° Sasndash Sammydavis (Soda)
2" Geraldmine Totalli Turbo

3¢ Luack Dark Angel (Truble)

4" Stockhaven Bobbie

Masters

1° Stockhaven Choc Chip (Keely)
2" Stockhaven Bobbie

3 Torlene Jarra

Excellent

1° Atchafalaya Jaz me Blues

2" Meson Lorna (Marla)

3 Giday Bush Dancer

Novice

1° Dunwurkn Etched in Time

2" Sandygate IMA Star

Paul OKeefe
Katrina Stonestreet
Paul OKeefe

Lucy Joynson
Paul OKeefe
Jimmy OKeefe

Mal Holland
Sherwin Barton
Janet Richmond

Janet Richmond
Lynn Moore
Paul OKeefe

Paul OKeefe
Paul OKeefe
Lucy Joynson

Lucy Joynson
Louise AsWorth
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Results of Track & Search Trial FridtB\ABril 2010

Judge Debby Lamprecht

Michelle Varco & Turbo TSD 1 (Fail)
Michelle Varco & Tasmin TSD 3 (Fail)
Janet Richmond & Beau TSD 1 (Fail)

Trackingrial 10 April 10 April 2010
Judge Heidi Christoffel

Diane Maclintyre & Ceasar T2 (Fail)
Renate Linder & Roxy T4 (Fail)
Judy ForbesF & Star T6 (Fail)

Judge Debby Lamprecht

Shelia Fielde& Erin T2 (Failed to start)
Janet Richmond & Rupert T2 (Fail)
EFletcher & Buddy T4 (Fail)
Mal Holland & Spud T7 (Pass, Very Good ) Tracking Champion Title
Seven straight quals to title under five different judges

11" April 2010
Judge Heidi Christoffel

Shelia Fielder & Erin T@ass, Good)
Eileen Fletcher & Buddy TBail)
Janet Richmond & Rupert T2 (Fail)

Judge Debby Lamprecht
Diane Maclintyre & Ceasar T2 (Fail)
Judy ForbesF & Star T6 (Fail)
Renate Linder & Roxy T4 (Fail)




Article and photos by Susan Salo

Balance at the

I am often surprised by how few people realize that part of their dog’s jumping problem begins before the

dog is ever released from the start line. This area is where so many dogs have a problem, and considering

just how fast that Jumpers round goes, the dog may never have the opportunity to fully regain balance.

Thirty seconds or less is a very short time while moving and jumping to correct imbalance when it would

Many people feel that the dogs that
crouch and abduct their elbows at the
start line are simply demonstrating their
enthusiasm for the upcoming run. They
actually are, but not in an appropriate
way. The common reference is the vulture
position. This is not a problem that is
exclusive to the Border Collie; any high-
drive dog will present this position.

The dog’s shoulder or scapula is in the
shape of a V that is positioned sideways,
so that the point of the V is toward the
front of the dog. When the scapula is
at an open angle, the dog is in balance;
when the scapula’s angle is closed, the
dog is now weighted primarily on the
forehand. Dogs that assume the vulture
position on the start line are weighted
on their forehand and are generally set

)

Closed'shouldey angle: elbows
abducted and too much weight

on forehand

. A
Open shoulder angle: dog is
balanced andready to jump

In our first photo we see the dog with the shoulder angle completely closed with elbows abducted.
This is an excellent example of a dog that has placed too much weight on the forehand to be allowed
to proceed to the jump. In the next photo, you see the dog has been corrected and is sitting in a very

balanced position and ready to jump.

up only one short stride from the first
jump, which makes the all important
weight transfer quite difficult to produce
(assuming the dog has this skill in place).

When handlers release their dog in this
position they are basically saying to the
dog, “I know you are off balance but go
ahead anyway” The handler must then

The following photos show dogs in positions that are at first unbalanced, and

As we take a look at this dog you can see that the head is down and therefore putting weight onto the
forehand, the elbows just beginning to abduct. The second photo shows the same dog sitting with an
erect spine and good balance: an appropriate time to release the dog to jump.

Our next dog is a 15-week-old puppy that s just
learning about proper sit position. The dog is
in a well-balanced sit with an erect spine. This
is the time to begin teaching the good habits
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